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Roll your mouse over to 
see the same shot made 
with a 14mm ultra-ultra 
wide lens from a closer 
distance. See how 
everything becomes more 
exaggerated? This is the 
reason we use ultrawide 
lenses; it's not about 
getting it all in. 

Old Truck, Amboy, 
California. (roll mouse 

over to compare at 14mm) 

Canon 5D, 14mm f/2.8L, 
f/13 @ 1/40, ISO 50, 

hand-held (tech details). 

See how the windshield 

appears twice as far away 

in the 14mm shot, but that 

the tip of the hood is now 

twice as close? I 

quadrupled the apparent 

depth by going from 

37mm to  14mm and  
getting so close that I was 
almost under the hood. 

See how the door at the 

upper left and hood at the 

upper right just fit the 

frame in the 14mm shot? 

It took me quite a bit of  
gymnastics to get the 

camera in the right 

position, and it's critical to  

the image. See how the lit 
portion of the front just 
makes it to the bottom of 
the frame and cuts off 
before the frame edge? 
This is also a 
premeditated part of my 
composition. There's no 
way to do this in 
Photoshop or hack it in 
raw; you have to do this 
as you shoot. You do this 
by looking through the 
finder and carefully 
moving the camera. 

When making the 14mm 
shot I had to try a bunch of 
times because I kept 
moving slightly as I 
slipped into the mud. 

Expanding 
Space 

Exaggerating depth 
means that exteriors and 
interiors seem more 
spacious. A normal lens 
will just show a section of 
one wall of a room, while 
an ultrawide can show 
two, and often three, walls 
at once. 

The ultra-wide shot 
pushes the back wall back 
and makes a room look 
many times deeper than it 
is. 

An ultrawide will make a 
small back yard seem like 
a park. 

This effect is so powerful 

that you have to be 

careful. When I posted an  

online ad to rent out my 
old condo, I had people 
calling from all over the 
USA thinking it was such a 
deal because it looked 
cavernous. I had to 
explain this effect to them, 
but they didn't believe me 
and I people were calling 
from as far away as 
Pittsburgh trying to leave 
deposits, sight unseen. 

If you shoot real estate 
listings for a living, an 
ultrawide lens pays for 
itself fast. 

Sucked-out 
Corners 

The corners of ultra-wide 
shots look as if someone 
printed the image on a 
rubber sheet and pulled-
out the sides and corners. 
If photographing people, 
beware that they'll look fat 
on the sides if standing 
(like the example of me 
below), or skinny if they're 
lying down, since the 
sucking stretches things 
towards the edges and 
especially the corners. 

Alignment 

Ultrawides exaggerate any 
misalignment between film 
plane and subject plane. 
Use this to your 
advantage. 
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